The MODEST REPLY of 


7 BLACKSTONE Examined. 


Ince Mr. Blackſtone's reſtleſs Spirit will not let him be at quiet; and 
that having begun ill, he is reſolved to end worſe ; it may per- 
haps ſeem /abour in vain to ſpend time upon him ; But leſt he ſhould 
be wiſe in his own conceit, or fluſh'd with the advantage he vainly 

| hopes to have got againſt the Vindicator, or that the World ſhould 
believe him the Author of that Paper ; I ſhall for this once throw away, 
a few minutes more ; but for the future (unleſs I were aſſured he could 
indite himſelf ) I ſhall waſte no more upon him. 

As to the defamatory Suggeſtions and Stories concerning him, which 
right or wrong, he charges at firſt daſh, I appeal to the Vindicator's Paper 
it ſelf, whether any thing of that nature be its deſign, any further than 
'as\ it naturally falls in to clear the Reputation of the Doctors, and to_ 
wipe off thoſe foul afperfions his great diſingenuity and abuſiveneſs hath 
thrown upon them. As to the Relation mentioned in the Paper of what paſsd 
at his 'Shop,. I ſhall give a further account of that by and by. | 
In the mean time, I take leave to tell him, that I am not at all con- 
cerned for any thing 1s faid of me throughout his whole Paper ; my 
want of Education, the unkindneſs or imperfe&ion of Nature, my being 
untearned or uolettered, as 'tis called, or what ever elſe is offerd as a© 
mark of Deriſion to affront me, nothing, of all this does at all affte&t me, 
being better pleasd, and glorying more to be thought an honeſt Man 
than the greateſt Scholar; a true Friend, rather than a carping Critick. 

But yet that a Man who pretends to write of Senſe and Grammar, and 
to corre&t the Miſtakes or Errata of another, who underſtands nothing_ 
of the thing himſelf, is a great Misfortune, and a Weakneſs more than 
Blunder ; for the whole Product of his Paper is the Iſſue of a Club of In- 
diters, and not one word of it his own, as may be ſufficiently proved : 
'Tis pity the Man ſhould be put to ſuch mean ſhifts; but ſo have I ſeen 
at School, one Boy ſteal another's Exerciſe, or with Bribes procur'd it to 
be made; but when the Maſter found it out, he was ſure to be 
whivt for't : Only this worthy Perſon would paſs with impunity, a 
have the good lack (however well deſerving it) to ſcape without due 
Corre&tion. 

Well, but the great Crime of the Viadicator is his ungentlemanlike 
Stile, and rude way of treating the Man. Alas ! is the humble Name 
of 'Bl:ckſtone without an M and an yr. ſo odious and diſtaſtful > Let him 
then conſider how he can juſtifie his own way of treating the Doors 
with the vile Names of Knaves and Rogues: I profels my ſelf an utter 
Enemy to all rude and unmannerly Exprefſions ; but hearing ſuch did pro- 
ceed from him, I was mov'd with indignation, and can hardly yet con- 
ſent to call him Mr. 

Some Converſation with ingenious Men may perhaps amend this fault ;, 
but it muſt not be with himſelf or his Inditers; for with them I may be 
encourag'd to a railing Trade ; witneſs their former Papers, fo full of Gall 
and Malice, propagated might and main, without any provocation, as 
I appeal to all Mankind who without prejudice reads the Story ; - and 
in the latter Paper only playing the Critick on words and Phraſes ( tho' 
of known acceptarion )-.. making a ſhew of, without any real vindica- 

tion.” 


(2) 
tion. If theſe are the ingenious Men, the critical Men, the liberally 
{ tho' the miſchief's in't) Shop-educated Men, that expe Senſe and 
Grammar ( tho' ſpite and miſchicf be) in every Sentence ; I deſire 
no fuch Converſation : No, I am rather content to be deſpisd, to be 
derided, ro be meanly thought on, than keep company with ſuch Men, 
ho, as 'tis manifeſt, make it their buſineſs to ſlander Integrity, Ho- 
neſty, and Goodneſs ; and jeſt at Innocence it ſelf, not vouchſateing better 
information, leſt their Errors ſhould be correted; and often proceed to 
that height, that even God himſelf, and Sacred things become the Sub- 
&& of their jeſt and laughter. 

One. word more, and then I leave 'em ; next time their Pupil 
is inſtructed, I would adviſe them, if they can, to tell his Story 
"right ; for that which he tells in his Paper is not really true: I am 
forry I am forc'd. to repeat it, but he mult thank himſelf: The thing! is 
truly thus. The Bolus was ordered to be made with Syrup of Quinces, 
and not with Syrup of Corral; and the Perſon that fetch'd it, really paid 
i0d. for it, which is at the rate of 20 s. per Ounce, and they would 
ve had a Shilling, only the Woman preſsd hard, and ſaid, ſhe was 
to be a Cuſtomer; and ſo they gave her 2 4 again, telling her moreover 
what is truly expreſs'd in the Vindicator's Paper, with this further addi- 
tion, wiz. That it was a wery fickly time, and that they had a great 
Patients ill, but none died under their care; which was an encou- 
ragement for her to perſwade her Miſtreſs to be their Patient, eſpecidfly 

ſfince they had uſed her ſo kindly. | 
” Now I, do not believe Mr. Blackſtone chid his Man for fo doing, 
he knowing better things than to chide him for taking even a Shilling for a 
Bolus preſcribed by a Phyſician, which is but a cultomary rate through- 
out the whole Town, it my information fail not; neither I do be- 
lieve that he ever in his lite charged fo little as Half a Crown for Eight 
Drams of Powder, put up in ſo many ſeveral Doſes by a DoQtor's order : 
7] have been told he has faid the contrary, and with very little diffi- 
culty could prove it: but I ſpare the Man, eſpecially conſidering his 
conſcionable rates mentioned about the Quart Bottles: the Bolug's 1 ſup- 
poſe muſt make amends for thoſe, the one helping the other, as 'tis but 
reaſonable. But this is alſo a further ſly inſfinuation againſt the DoRtors, 
to make them appear unconſcionable Men, which I cannot but condemn, 
ether with his contempt of their Perſons and Practice; and that in- 
ſtead of giving ſatisfaRion, he _—_ his Crime. I challenge him to 
fay wherein they have ever done him injury 2 I can demonſtrate wherein 
Dr. Morton has done him many kindneſſes. But whether this be a ſu- 
table return, let the World determine. I expe to hear of further rude- 
-= and perhaps the whole ſtorm may fall upon the Vindicator : But I 
y let them know I am provided for it, and deſpiſe their Railings ; my 


Talent being employ'd another way, ſecures me againſt their little threats 
and malice ; in return to all which, I can ſtill wiſh them well, and 
when 'tis in my power do them ſervice. 


THE END. 


